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VISUAL MEMORY: THE SECRET TO GOOD SPELLING

Step One:
Test. Can You Improve
Your Spelling Skills?
1

Choose any text you want and read it for
one minute. Then answer this question:
How many words were you able to read in
one minute?

a. Fewer than 50
b. Between 51 and 70
c. Over 75

2

Do you make spelling mistakes?

a. None or very few
b. Some
c. Quite a few or a lot

3

Do you want to improve your spelling?

a. I don’t really care
b. OK, yes
c. I would love to!

4

Can you spend 20 minutes a day
working on it?

a. Not really
b. Sometimes
c. Yes, if I set my mind to it

5

Think about Superman.
How do you picture him?

a. I can’t picture him
b. I can only picture him a little
c. It’s easy: he’s wearing a red
and blue costume

6

Think about your last name.
Without writing it down, do you know
what the third letter from the end is?

a. No
b. I think so
c. Yes, I know it

these exercises.

NOTE: If you answered a to the fi rst question, you need to practice reading faster before you can benefit from
From 11 to 18 points: These exercises will be very effective and you will improve a lot.
From 5 to 10 points: These exercises will help you improve.

From 0 to 4 points: You will probably not get much out of these exercises.

Each answer a. is worth zero points, each answer b. is worth one point and each answer c. is worth three points.
Solutions:
3
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Step Two:
What Is the Secret
to Good Spelling?
Being a good speller is simple
if you master thesecret.
All good spellers do the same
thing; that is what you are
going to learn with these
exercises.
Do you know what the secret is?

It’s simple:

You have to SEE the letters of
the words in your mind.
That’s right; everyone who spells
correctly is able to SEE the words they
want to write in their heads. All they do is
copy the words they SEE in their minds!

If you try to spell a word correctly just by
listening to the sound of the word, it doesn’t
work. Trying to decipher the sounds of a
word to decide how to spell it will lead to
mistakes. The sound of a word does not give
you a definite clue about how to write it.
The auditory strategy is not effective for
spelling. Avoid saying words out loud to
check their spelling if you want to get them
right.
4

What you should do is learn to
SEE words in your mind.
Seeing the letters in your mind is as easy as
remembering a scene from a movie; you just
have to learn how to do it. The exercises in
this book will help you learn the secret. Once
you master this skill, your spelling will automatically get much better.
These exercises will help you meet the
challenge. Once you can see words,
spelling them correctly will be as easy as
copying them from your head!

And after you have completed these exercises, all other spelling activities will be more
effective.

Are you ready?
rted!
Let’s get sta
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Step Three:
Initial Assessment.
Your Starting Point

The exercises in this book will help improve
your spelling between 50% and 80%.
In order to see your progress, you have to do a test at the beginning and
at the end of the book.
Part One of the Test: Dictation of Common Words

1. Ask someone to dictate 100 words to you at random from the page in this book called
“The most commonly misspelled words.” Then ask them to correct what you have written.
2. If you are not absolutely sure about how to spell a word that is dictated to you, just
draw a line instead of trying to guess how it is spelled. The point of this exercise is to
find out your initial level. So, be honest with yourself and avoid writing a word that you
are not sure about.
Don’t worry about your score; by the time you finish these exercises, it will get much better.
1.

16.

30.

3.

18.

32.

2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

17.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

31.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

5

44.

63.

82.

46.

65.

84.

45.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

64.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.

83.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.

How many words did you spell correctly? ————————————
How many did you misspell or didn’t know?——————————
This is your starting point for commonly misspelled words.
Part Two of the Test: Free Essay
1. Write a short text (minimum 400 words) without looking at the dictionary or asking
about the spelling of any words. You can begin on this sheet or write it somewhere
else. OR, gather together shorter texts that you have already written (without looking
up any words) that add up to at least 400 words. Ask someone to correct the
spelling for you. This will tell you your current level of spelling when you write freely.
2. In order to find out your percentage of correctly spelled words, do the following:

(number of correctly spelled words

—————————————— = % of correctly spelled words
total number of words written) x 100

What is your percentage of correctly spelled words right now when you write
by yourself? —————————
6
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Step Four:
What is Visual Memory?
To see how you already use
your visual memory, answer
the following questions:

In order to make your drawing, you have
to use your visual memory. You are
thinking about the image of something
you have seen before.

1: How many windows are there in your
house?
2: What color is Superman’s costume?
3: If you turn your country’s map upside
down, which part is on the right?
4: Of all the people you know, who has
the longest hair?

To answer any of these questions, you
had to use your visual memory. You saw
your house, your friends, Superman or the
map of your country in your mind.
Everyone uses visual memory when
recalling images they have seen before.

See for yourself. Think about a person or
character on television, a comic book
character or a brand logo you know. Now,
draw the person, character or logo in the
box below.

These exercises will help you use your
visual memory when you write.
You will become a great speller because
spelling correctly will be as easy as
copying!
7
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Step Five:
Reinforcing Your
Visual Memory

1. Cut out the colored shapes you
will find in this book.
2. Ask someone to place two of the
shapes on the table and show
them to you.
3. Look at them until you can “see”
the shapes in your mind when
you close your eyes.
4. Ask your partner to cover up the
shapes and ask you five
questions about them.
5. Remember that you must SEE the
shapes IN YOUR MIND in order to
answer the questions.
6. After you have finished, you
should switch. Now you show
your partner two shapes and ask
them questions.
7. You should practice this until you
can see at least four shapes in
your mind. After that you can go
on to the next exercise.
8. Challenge yourself to try it with
more shapes. How many shapes
can you remember at once?

8

Examples of the types of questions
to ask:
About the shape:
What shape is red?
What shape is first?
What shape is between the circle
and the triangle?...
About the colors:
What color is the first shape?
What color is the triangle?
What color is the shape between
the circle and the triangle?...
About their positions:
Which position is the red shape in?
Which position is the circle in?
Which position is the shape
between the circle and the triangle
in?...

Optional Extension Exercise
To strengthen your visual memory, you
can play other visual memory games, like
“Memory.”
The idea should always be to close your
eyes and continue seeing the thing you
are trying to remember.

+

+
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AN

AS

BY

AT

BE

IF

HE

OR

DO

OF

ON

US

BOX

BOY

COW

CUT

EGG

EYE

GOT

HOT

LEG

OWN

PIG

SUN

TOP

TOY

TRY

WAY
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12

BELL

BOAT

COAT

DOOR

DRAW

FEET

FULL

GROW

HEAD

HURT

DOES

KEEP

KIND

QUIT

WARM

PAID

ABOUT

AWFUL

HOUSE

EIGHT

LAUGH

WRITE

OFTEN

LYING

TRULY

TODAY

UNTIL

WEIRD
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Step Six:
Connecting Visual
Memory to Spelling

Some people have great visual
memory but they are very poor
spellers. Why?
It’s simply because they don’t use
their visual memory for spelling.
To make sure that you get it right,
do the exercise explained below.
1. Cut out the words with different
colored letters that you will find
in this book.
2. Ask someone to show you a
two-letter word.
3. Look at this word until you can
still see it mentally with your
eyes closed.
4. Ask your partner to cover up the
word and ask you five questions
about it.

It is VERY IMPORTANT to ask or
answer the first two questions in
this order:
1. Can you spell the word backwards,
starting from the end?
For example: “it” spelled
backwards is T - I.
2. Can you spell the word forwards,
starting from the beginning?
For example: “it” spelled forwards
is I - T.
3. The next three questions can be
about anything.
Examples of questions you may
be asked:
About the color:
What color is the first letter?
What color is the letter T?...
About the position:
What position is the letter T in?
What position is the red letter in?
...

Exercise: Practice this exercise every day until you are able to see words with four letters
in your mind. Once you can do this, go on to the next exercise.
Are you up for a challenge? If so, repeat the exercise with longer words before moving on
to the next exercise.
How many letters can you remember?
13
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Step Seven:
Mastering Basic
Spelling Words
Now you are going to master
some of the most common
basic spelling words. If you
know how to correctly write
the words you use most
often, you will be a much
better speller. You’ll find
basic spelling word lists a
little later on in this book.
The following tools will help you learn
these lists:
1. Effective study techniques
2. An online computer program
3. Flash cards and the envelope technique
The series of study techniques below will
be very useful when studying the word
lists.
Try them all to find out which ones help
you the most. Use them as long as you
need to for studying the vocabulary.
Eventually you won’t need these techniques any more. You will be able to retain
most words simply by seeing them a
couple of times. You will easily remember
the spelling of words while reading a
book, seeing an advertisement or looking
at a sign.

14

Effective
Study
Techniques for
Spelling

1

01

Look at the word in silence. Close
your eyes and continue seeing it
in your mind. First spell the word
backwards, then spell it forwards.

2

Do the same thing as in number
1, but imagine the word in your
favorite color.

3

Use your fingers to write the
word in the air. Imagine that you
are writing on a touch screen or
on a fogged up glass or mirror.

4

Imagine the word written in the
air and trace the letters with your
finger. Imagine you are writing on
top of the word.

5
6

Look at the word and visualize
it, but imagine the difficult letter
or letters in CAPITALS.
Do the same as in number 5, but
imagine the difficult letter(s) in
a different color than the rest of
the letters.

7

If the word is long, divide it up
into parts and highlight the
challenging part.
For instance: Disa ppear

8

Visualize the word and say the
difficult part out loud.

9

Write the word on the palm of
your hand, on your arm or on
any other part of your body.

10

Turn the word into an ideogram,
i.e. make the word into a
drawing that has something to
do with its meaning.
For example:

oot
11

Sometimes there are words that
you just can’t seem to
remember. When this happens,
connect the image of the word
to a similar word that you have
already mastered. That way,
whenever you remember one
word you will also remember the
other.
For instance: about
out

12

Linking words to others in the
same family is also a good way
to remember how to spell them.
For instance: house
houseguest
househusband

13

Imagine that you are on a
spelling bee on TV. You are
writing the words on a big
board or screen (you have to
be able to imagine seeing them
while you write them). Every
time you write a word correctly,
the audience cheers for you.

14

If the image of the word you
are remembering is not clear
enough, you might have to try
making a few changes in the
way you remember things. Try
making the image bigger and
imagine that the sun is shining
on it so that it is well lit up. It is
also often helpful to have a
clear background with dark or
black letters that stand out
well. Try to imagine it a little
closer or a little further away
until you find the place where
you can see it best.
Try this with the word YES.
Did your image of it improve
when you visualized it ...
bigger?
brighter?
against a clear
background?
with dark letters?

b Yes b No
b Yes b No
b Yes b No
b Yes b No

If any of these things helped
you see the word more clearly,
use it all the time from now on.
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VisualSpeller.com

Helps You
Study
Vocabulary

02
All you have to do is follow
this simple and easy system
to improve your spelling!

At VisualSpeller.com
you will find a computer
program that asks you
to spell the words from
the lists in this book.
It’s an intelligent program. Once you
register, it will keep track of your
progress. And it will insist on the
words you have the most difficulty
with.
In addition, you will be able to add
the words you misspell in your
essays and dictations. This means
that the program lets you
personalize your study session This
will help you improve quickly and
easily!

You can use this program
to study your spelling
vocabulary online by
accessing the website
from a computer,
smartphone or tablet.
Take it with you wherever
you go!

The program also
includes extra word
lists, which are
added regularly.

16

03

The
Flash Card
and Envelope
Technique

11. Once you
have learned
a word from
envelope 1, put it
into envelope
number 2 for the
next time you do
this exercise.

1. Cut out the
word cards in this
book along the
dotted lines.

15. If you get
a word wrong
from any of the
envelopes, it has
to go back to
envelope number 1
so that it repeats
the circuit.
1

2. Look at each
word. Then close
your eyes and see
it in your mind.
(Use your visual
memory.)

14. Envelope 4
will have the
words you have
already mastered.
You should only
be tested on
these words once
in a while to make
sure you don’t
forget them.

3. Spell the word
backwards
starting from
the end.
4. Spell the word
forwards starting
from the
beginning.

1

How can you learn the word
lists with the flash card
system?

12. Once you
know a word from
envelope 2,
it goes into
envelope number
3 for the next
time you do this
exercise.
3

13. The words
you know from
envelope 3 should
be put into
envelope number
4.

13. The words you know
from envelope 3 should be
put into envelope number 4.

2

3

5. Next, take four envelopes. Write a number on
each envelope: 1, 2, 3 and 4.

4

4

10. Try to make
sure someone
asks you all the
words at least
once every day.
2
9. Put the words
you got right and
were absolutely
sure about from
envelope 1 into
envelope number
2.
1
8. Leave all the
words you didn’t
know or that
you were not
absolutely sure
about in
envelope 1.
7. Get a partner
to ask you the
words or to
dictate them to
you.

6. Put all the words in
envelope number 1. The other
three envelopes will still be
empty.

Instead of envelopes, you can also use four clothes pins, four paper clips or anything else that
will hold the cards together in four groups.
It is important that you study the words in each envelope every day exactly as explained here:
look at the word, remember its image, spell it backwards and then spell it forwards. You can
also use any of the study techniques described in the next section.
17

My Own Words
Photocopy this page to make your own word lists. Add any
words you get wrong on dictations, essays, tests, quizzes,
etc. You can also cut and use the last page of this book.

PHOTOCOPIABLE

Remember that you can personalize the VisualSpeller.com computer program by adding
words so it can help you master them.

18

List of Common Words (1)
Study the following list. Once you master it using the flash card and envelope technique
and/ or with the VisualSpeller.com computer program, go on to the next list.
If you find it difficult to see the words in your mind, imagine them bigger, closer or brighter
and written in black on a pale background. Can you see them better like that? Then do
that every time in your mind.

succeed

describe

jealous

happiness

particularly

temperature

easily

balloon

familiar

naturally

sacrifice

welcome

writing

recognize

village

whether

recommend

quite

laboratory

safety

mathematics

careful

which

temporary

official

length

perceive
19

List of Common Words (2)
Study this list with the technique that works best for you among those explained earlier.

necessary

lesson

foreign

school

ceiling

athlete

toward

government

personally

forward

desperate

neighbor

believe

picture

apologize

judgment

basically

together

before

excellent

heroes

humorous

develop

either

cemetery

guidance

guarantee
21

List of Common Words (3)
Now study this list. Remember: you have to be able to see the words mentally with
your eyes closed!

citizen

environment

planning

possess

address

scissors

imaginary

convenience

embarrass

immediately

secretary

friend

prejudice

intelligent

separate

breathe

island

brilliant

business

interesting

presence

criticize

license

achieve

knowledge

library

across

loneliness

successful

sincerely
23

List of Common Words (4)
Here you have the last list of basic spelling words in this exercise book. Remember that
you can find more word lists on the online computer program. Also, remember that you
can add your own vocabulary.

losing

piece

studying

neither

medicine

receive

mysterious

occasion

ought

decide

privilege

finally

probably

through

promise

psychology

repetition

restaurant

rhythm

using

usually

ridiculous

speech

disappear

stopping

difference

strength
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Step Eight:
Consolidation Strategies
Words Are Everywhere
You Look

Learn Spelling with
Any Text

You are surrounded by words in your daily
life. They are everywhere: on posters, in
magazines, on signs, in advertising, on
wrappers and many other places. You can
use these opportunities to improve your
spelling. Here’s how:

Read the text that follows and identify
the words that you may have trouble
spelling. Study these words. Once you
have learned them, ask someone to
dictate the text to you. To study them,
you can follow these three steps:

1. Every day you choose a total of 7
different words that you see printed
somewhere. You will do this for seven
days. They could be words that appear
in a TV commercial or on a poster or
street sign. You might see them on a
cereal box or while you’re watching a
television show, just to give you a few
examples. Take a mental picture of each
word and keep it in your head.

1. Take a mental picture of the word.
Once you have it in your mind, spell the
word backwards and then forwards.

2. Next, spell the word backwards starting
from the end and then forwards from
the beginning. Then write the word with
your finger on the palm of your hand or
in the air with your nose.

2. Use your finger to write the word on
the palm of your hand.
3. Write it on a piece of paper and make
sure that it is spelled correctly. If you
are sure about the spelling of the word,
you can move on to the next word that
is difficult for you. Continue like this
until you think you have mastered
them all.

3. Do this exercise with 7 different words
for 7 days. Remember: 7 words.
4. After the first week, take a 3 day break.
Then start again for another 7 days.
Take another 3 day break, then a final
period of 7 days.
This is only one way to practice and it is
compatible with others. While you are
doing this, you should continue doing the
other exercises that follow in this book.
27

Dictation: I Want to Be a Good Citizen and a Role Model for Others
Being a good citizen and a role model for others is sometimes a challenge. It
requires honesty, doing your best, setting an example, and respect for yourself and
for others. It implies being fair, treating others the way you would like to be treated
and giving everyone a chance. It means being strong enough to admit that you make
mistakes. It is about being humble enough to ask for forgiveness when you hurt
someone else’s feeling, even if you didn’t mean to. In order to be a good citizen, you
must be brave. You need courage.
Luckily, everyone is capable of all these things. Everyone has all of these qualities
within themselves. All you have to do is look inside yourself. You can make a personal
pledge to be a good citizen and a role model.
Take action. Study hard and never cheat. Treat others with kindness and never
disrespect them. Discuss difficulties and misunderstandings and never resort to
violence. Help your fellow students succeed. Be a team player. Make a difference.
All good citizens and role models make a choice. They decide to strive for excellence. What about you? What do you want to be?

Dictation of the Preceding Text:

28

Learn Spelling by Reading
Here is a way to help you improve your spelling with
anything you read:
1. Read whatever you want: comic books, short stories, novels, magazines, etc.
2. While you are reading, pay attention to three words on each page that you have
trouble spelling.
3. Visualize one of these words mentally.
4. Spell it backwards.
5. Then spell it forwards.
6. Do the same with the other two words.
7. Continue reading.
8. Do the same on each page. Very soon your spelling will improve!

Long-Distance Dictation
This is an outstanding exercise to improve
your visual memory for spelling. The
mechanics are very simple. Choose a text
for dictation. (It can be a text from any
book.) Look for a partner to do the
exercise with. You and your partner must
be far apart from each other. For
instance, you could be at opposite ends
of the classroom.
1. Let’s say you are going to dictate the
text to your partner. You look at the
first sentence. Then, leaving the dictation text where it is, you go to where
your partner is waiting at the other end
of the room.
2. Both of you wait for 30 seconds in
silence and then, after this time is up,
you dictate the first sentence to your
partner.
3. You should point out any mistakes to
your partner and help them spell the
words so that the dictation is correct.
4. When you have checked the first sentence, go back to where you left the

dictation text. (Remember that it must
be far away.) Do the same thing with
the next sentence. Continue like this
until you finish. At the end, you and
your partner should correct the dictation with the original text in front of
you.
5. You and your partner then switch roles.
Now your partner dictates a text to
you and you write.
If you do the exercise without a partner,
you must keep the text far away from
where you write. Look at the first
sentence in the dictation carefully. Then
go to the place where you will be writing.
Wait 30 seconds and then write the text,
but only if you can remember it clearly. If
you can’t, go and look at it again.

I dictate
I write

29

Dictation 1: Loving Families
Every family is different. Some families have a lot of kids, others don’t have any.
Some have numerous uncles, aunts, cousins and other relatives; and others are very
small.
Some children live with their mother and their father. Others maybe only live with
their father, others only with their mother. Others have two mothers or two fathers.
Others live with their grandparents, or with a stepmother or stepfather and their stepbrothers and stepsisters. And still others live in foster homes. There are many types
of families.
Every family is unique: some are large, some are small, some adopt children…
What really matters is that everyone feels happy and can count on each other for love
and support.
Space for Dictation 2:

any book
se a text frthome two texts
oo
ch
n
ca
R that you
s or by
ou can use
REMEMicBtaE tion. If you want, wy ith someone in clas
d
se
ci
is
er
for th
to do this exe alone.
that follow
ou are hom
y
if
f
el
yours
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Dictation 2: Knowledge Will Set You Free
Learning is the key to true freedom. At school you receive the tools, knowledge
and skills you need to be able to understand the world you live in. School helps you
learn to play your part in the world. School doesn’t just teach you specific facts. It
helps you grow as a person, achieve maturity, understand your feelings and live
responsibly.
No one can learn for you. Only you can make the effort to learn. Go for it. Strive
for excellence!
Get it straight: your teachers are on your side, school is your ally. Without
school, your life as an adult would be very difficult.
Remember this always and appreciate your school. Take care of it. Do your best.
You are a valuable person and you deserve it!

Space for Dictation 1:

Evaluation of the Dictations:
Did you make any mistakes when you were dictating? bYes b No
And when you were writing the dictation? b Yes b No
Which words?————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————
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3. Pay attention to see if it has any words
you have trouble spelling.
4. Close your eyes and continue seeing
those words in your mind.

Copy a Text
In class, you often copy texts from a book
or from the board. In order to improve your
spelling while copying, you should:

5. Write that part while you can still see it
mentally, particularly the difficult words.
6. Make sure that you copied it correctly
by comparing it with the original. If not,
erase it and go back to number 2.
7. Continue copying.

1. Read the entire text first. Get an idea of
what it means.
2. Now read a small part.

Try copying the text below following
these steps.
If you remember to copy like this all the
time, your spelling will improve without
you even realizing it.

Here is the text to copy: Ethical Shopping
A lot of people like to go shopping. They wander from one store to another
looking for a bargain. There are even lots of people who end up buying things they
don’t need just because they are cheap.
But are these purchases responsible and ethical? Who pays a high price for these
great deals? Sometimes items are cheap because they are manufactured using
materials that are not environmentally friendly or cause a lot of pollution. Low prices
may be the result of paying low wages to the workforce, working without safety
measures or hiring child labor. So, is it ethical to buy these products? The answer is
no.
When you go shopping, you shouldn’t just look at the price tag or the external
appearance of an item. You should also find out whether it has been produced fairly.
Everyone wants to be treated fairly. So, together we should all make an effort to
be ethical
shoppers. That way we will help build a better world.

32

Space for Your Copy:

Evaluation of the Copying Process:
Did you follow the steps when copying the text?
b Yes, completely
b Quite a lot, but not completely
b No, I did it differently
Did you make a mistake in any word(s)? ————————
Which one(s)? ——————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————
What grade would you give yourself?
b Very good
b Good
b Satisfactory
b Needs Improvement

33

Stories

s

ie
Stor

An excellent way to improve your spelling
quickly is by reading stories.
Try this:

2. Read the story to yourself, learning
how to spell tricky words as explained
in the previous section.

1. Find a story from when you were only
four or five years old. It will have very
few pages and only two or three lines of
text on each page.

3. Ask someone to dictate the text to
you. (You can also do it yourself by
recording it on a digital recorder, MP3
player, cell phone or other recording
device.)

Group Games
Here are some games you can play in
small groups to improve your spelling and
increase your vocabulary. They’re sure to
be useful.

Word Wager
Each player receives a certain number of
tokens or points to make bets with. One
player asks everybody to spell a word.
Those who think they can spell it
correctly bet as many tokens or points as
they want by putting them into the
center of the table. If someone isn’t sure
how to spell the word, they can sit out
the round, but they have to pay the pot
one token or point. All betting players
write the word down. The ones who spell
it correctly divide the pot equally. Players
who misspell a word have to pay four
tokens or points into the pot as a
penalty. If everyone gets it wrong, the
pot stays in the center for the next word.
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Raise the Stakes
This is like Word Wager, but with higher
stakes. Players add words (up to a maximum of six) that have to be spelled
correctly in the round. To get your share
of the pot, you have to write all the words
in that round correctly. If anyone makes a
mistake, they don’t win anything and they
have to pay four tokens or points for each
word they get wrong. Anyone who does
not play a round has to pay one point or
token to sit out.
Chutes and Ladders
This is the traditional Chutes and Ladders
game but with one minor adjustment.
When you throw the dice and your move is
bad for you, you have to move. If the
throw is beneficial for you, then you have
to correctly spell the three words the
other players dictate to you from the word
lists you are studying. If you get any
wrong, you miss your turn.

Spelling Game
for Large Groups

Use this space to write down the
difficult words that you want to
ask:

This competition can be played with a class or
any other large group of people.
1. Choose a text, any text. It can be from a
school book, a novel, a magazine or any
other source. The only condition is that
everyone must have the same text. Study it
carefully, paying special attention to the
difficult words it contains.
2. Work in pairs to make sure that everyone
understands the meaning and the spelling of
the difficult words in the text.
3. Divide the class into two (or three) teams.
One team goes to the board to be quizzed
by the other team. A person from the team
sitting down asks someone at the board to
spell a specific word from the text. If the
person asked gets it right, they are safe and
can sit down again. If the person doesn’t
know how to spell it correctly, they have to
remain standing for another round.
4. The winning team is the one that gets all its
members back in their seats within five
minutes (or whatever time limit is set). If the
members of both teams have managed to sit
down again within the time limit, then the
winner is the team that did it the quickest.
5. You can invent your own variants of this
game by adding vocabulary questions as well
as spelling questions. Another possibility is
to make the person asking the questions
give the answer if the member of the other
team gets it wrong. If the person asking gets
it wrong too, then the person whose turn it
was to answer gets another turn.
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Step Nine:
Final Assessment
After completing the exercises in this book, your percentage
of correctly spelled words will have increased significantly.
To find out how much, you can try this test now and compare
the results with the test you took at the beginning of the
book.

Check the results!

1. Write 100 words dictated at random from the list in the book called “The most
commonly misspelled words.”
How many words did you get right?
2. Write an essay of over 400 words, or several short texts that add up to this number
of words. Do not look any words up in the dictionary or ask how to spell them. Ask
someone to correct the spelling for you. This will tell you your current level of
spelling when you write freely.
3. In order to find out your percentage of correctly spelled words, do the following:

(number of correctly spelled words

——————————————
total number of words written) x 100

= % of correctly spelled words

What is your percentage of correctly spelled words now when you are writing by
yourself?—————
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The Most Commonly
Misspelled Words
achieve

describe

heroes

address

develop

imaginary

across

apologize
athlete

balloon

basically
before

believe

breathe
brilliant

business
careful
ceiling

cemetery
citizen

convenience
criticize
decide

desperate
difference
disappear
easily

either

embarrass

environment
excellent
familiar
finally

foreign

forward
friend

government
guarantee
guidance

happiness

humorous
immediately
intelligent

interesting
island

jealous

judgment

knowledge
laboratory
length
lesson
library

license

loneliness
losing

mathematics
medicine
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mysterious

promise

strength

necessary

quite

succeed

naturally

neighbor
neither

occasion
official
ought

particularly
perceive

personally
picture
piece

planning
possess

prejudice
presence
privilege

probably
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psychology
receive

recognize

recommend
repetition

restaurant
rhythm

ridiculous
sacrifice
safety

school

scissors

secretary
separate

sincerely
speech

stopping

studying
successful

temperature
temporary
through

together
toward
using

usually
village

welcome
whether
which

writing

